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CLIMATE CHANGE — RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: I will be brief tonight. As I alluded to in my earlier 
remarks, last Thursday, I spoke at a forum that I hosted at the State Library. The theme was “Shaping our 
Climate Future” at which 130 other people attended. Amongst the panellists was the Conservation Council of 
Western Australia, the Environmental Defender’s Office, Doctors for the Environment Australia and the 
Western Australian Council of Social Service. We covered a lot of ground during the forum. It was a pretty positive 
night and a lot of questions came from the audience. There were also a lot of concerns. CCWA covered a lot 
regarding Clean State’s recent report on the north west gas projects. The Environmental Defender’s Office covered 
a lot of the legal grounds around what has been going on across the globe and a lot of issues that have arisen in 
Australia regarding litigation and legal action taken against companies and governments in different jurisdictions 
that relate to negligence and climate action. Doctors for the Environment talked about the health impacts of climate 
change. WACOSS covered a lot of ground about how low-socioeconomic groups in our state are hurt the most 
through transitions towards renewable energy. We will make sure the transition is just and caters for everyone. We 
know that the rate of energy disconnections in WA is high, but it has little to do with the renewable energy uptake 
and more to do with policy. They are people who can be protected in the transition. 

Regarding the real ask and consensus in the room, a few touchy subjects arose from the climate issues paper and 
we talked about accessibility issues. A lot of people spoke of issues around putting forward submissions in an 
appropriate way because they found the process very inaccessible. It was pretty much split out because the 
difficulty was put on the individual and not so much on the big polluters. I will not go over the ground we covered 
earlier today, but I will say that hope was expressed about a lot of initiatives and a lot of great technology that we 
are looking at in this state and across the country. Regardless of public policy, there is a huge renewable energy 
uptake. Technologies like peer-to-peer training and battery storage, which look to be rolled out across our grid, 
will make it a lot easier for renewable energy companies to plug into the grid thereby decreasing our emissions. 
This state has abundant resources of renewable energy such as wind, wave and solar. The crux is that we need to 
embrace which way we are going with this and to make sure that the community is heard in the process. I met a lot 
of people throughout the night who did not usually go to any form of climate event, but some had recently taken 
to the streets, not to lie down in front of traffic but to make sure that they were present to see what was happening 
and why people were taking to the streets. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, I am just going to say that there is quite a bit of audible noise and I am finding it 
very difficult to hear you, so others might just want to listen. Thank you. 

Hon TIM CLIFFORD: Thank you, Madam President. 

Overall, we need to make sure that we avoid the vacuum of negativity in this space. People expressed a lot of 
despair and asked what they could do because they felt really disempowered. But I think things are moving and 
we did a little bit of that today in our debate. Following the forum, the feedback that I received was very positive 
and people were grateful. I think the real message is that they would like to see more public forums from the state 
government and have more accessibility to the Minister for Environment to make sure that their voices are heard and 
have a more consultative process to ensure that we end up with policies that will protect our community. Thank you. 

House adjourned at 10.06 pm 
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